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“Transformative leaders know that people want to be inspired — to feel like 
they’re part of something with impact and importance — and they will always 
work harder and more creatively when they’re inspired rather than simply told 
what to do. Lisa and the Arlington team are dedicated to identifying leaders 

who foster cultures of inspiration, innovation, and diversity that maximize 
organizational impact to create real, lasting change.” 

 
 
 
British A. Robinson is an Advisory Board member for Arlington Partners International. She is currently President and 
Chief Executive Officer of the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy. Ms. Robinson is a visionary thought 
leader and social entrepreneur with more than 20 years of experience spearheading initiatives in international and 
domestic health, corporate social responsibility, public-private partnerships, government relations, and advocacy 
and policy development. 
  
As an Arlington Partners Advisory Board member, British is an ambassador for Arlington and provides thought 
leadership and industry insights to Arlington’s Diversity, Healthcare and Non-Profit practice areas in both Canada 
and the US.  
 
A true innovator, Ms. Robinson previously served as Founding Chief Executive Officer of the Women’s Heart 
Alliance, a unique collaboration between two of America’s leading medical institutions: the Barbra Streisand 
Women’s Heart Center at Cedars-Sinai Heart Institute and the Ronald O. Perelman Heart Institute at New York-
Presbyterian Hospital/Weill Cornell Medical Center. Her extensive nonprofit leadership experience also includes 
service as senior vice president of innovation and strategic initiatives at Women for Women International and vice 
president of global strategy and programs at Susan G. Komen. Ms. Robinson also served at the U.S. Department of 
State as the deputy coordinator/director of private sector engagement for the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for 
AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). Additionally, during her tenure at the State Department, she held a special assignment as 
director and special advisor to Secretary Clinton’s Office of Global Women’s Issues, where she established and 
managed alliances and partnerships committed to advancing the rights of women and girls around the world. 
 
In 2018, Ms. Robinson was selected through a national search to serve as the Barbara Bush Foundation’s first 
President and CEO after the passing of its founder, former first lady Barbara Bush. In this role, Ms. Robinson is 
infusing her vision into the reinvigoration and galvanization of the Foundation—as well as the entire field of adult 
literacy—serving as the leading voice in a rising national movement to help millions of Americans build lives of equal 
opportunity, prosperity, and dignity through literacy. 
 
Ms. Robinson holds a master’s degree in government from Johns Hopkins University and a bachelor’s degree in 
public policy and business administration from George Washington University, and has received an honorary 
doctorate from Fairfield University. She serves on the board of the Jesuit Refugee Service/USA, and on the advisory 
council of the Inter-American Foundation. 


